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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 At 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This 












3)D Since this application is in condition for allowan 


ce except for formal matters 


prosecution as to the merits is 




closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 


,453 0.G. 213. 
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is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-62 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 14-15, 19, 21, 24-25, 31-32, 38, 58, 62 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yamaguchi et al. (JP 3-98632, translation). 

Yamaguchi et al. teaches on page 1, a separation membrane for separating an 
organic solvent mixture, wherein an acrylic monomer is plasma graft-polymerized on a 
microporous membrane composed of ultra-high-molecular-weight polyethylene where a 
pore of the microporous membrane is substantially choked with an acrylic graft polymer, 
polymethyl acrylate. Yamaguchi et al. teaches on page 1 9, example 1 , a polyethylene 
microporous membrane irradiated with plasma then immersed into 4% by volume of an 
aqueous methyl acrylate solution. After drying, a weight of the membrane was 
measured and a graft polymerization amount was determined by a change from the 
membrane of initial weight. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 39-57, 59-61 are allowed. 
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4. Claims 1 6-1 8, 20, 22-23, 26-30, 33-37 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura S Weiner whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1294. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). /O 
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